
Autism NC Evaluation and 
Eligibility Policy



ASD Policy Changes

●
●
●



Prevalent ranking across 14 disability 
categories



Determination of Eligibility: NC 1503-2.7

● The LEA must draw upon, document, and carefully consider information 
from a variety of sources, including aptitude and achievement tests, 
parent input (i.e. outside evaluations, medical reports, etc), and teacher 
recommendations, as well as information about the child’s physical 
condition, social or cultural background, and adaptive behavior.



Determination of Eligibility: NC 1503-2.7

●

●



Meets Criteria:    Three (3) Prongs

●

●

●



Prong 1B

●

●

●

●



                   Prong 1C



Prong 2:  Adverse Effect



Prong 3:  Need for Specially Designed
                           Instruction (SDI)
                   

●

●



RULE OUTS (3): Exclusionary factors

●

●

●



Required Screenings & Evaluation ASD 
1502-2.5

●
●
●



NO CHANGES



MODIFIED 



NEW CHANGES



NEW CHANGES



Suspected scenarios for AU support Five 
(5)considerations  

●
●
●
●
●



Scenarios ASD 

Suspected

External 
Community 
Provider 
Diagnosis of 
ASD

Meets One of 
the Fourteen 
Disabling 
Conditions

Adverse Effect 
to Educational 
Performance

Requires 
Specially 
Designed 
Instruction

Eligible for 
Special 
Education and 
Related Services 
(if needed)

Student #1: NO NO NO NO NO

Student #2: NO YES YES YES YES

Student #3: YES NO NO NO NO

Student #4: YES YES NO NO NO

Student #5: YES YES YES YES YES



Students not eligible for SDI should 
use other avenues for support

●

●

○

○



Placement Decision: Role of IEP team (NC 1501-3.3)



Definition of Individualized Education Program: 
34CFR 300.320(a)(4) and NC 1503-4.1



Definition of Individualized Education 
Program:  34CFR 300.320(a)(4) and NC 

1503-4.1



Definition of Individualized Education Program: 
34CFR 300.320(a)(4) and NC 1503-4.1

●
●
●
●
●



New Steps….


